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It is commonly repeated that the post-War order belongs to the past, as it no longer 

mirrors reality and its institutional set-up has proven incapable to respond to the 

challenges of the modern times. Beyond any doubt, the groups of so called “BRICS” 

countries will play a crucial role in writing the next chapter of global governance – 

which is why the attention of FEPS is given to one of them, India. Resulting from a study 

visit that took place in Spring 2011, the issue features articles by respective Indian high-

level authors, who kindly share their views on 4 themes.

Contents: Asian Spring: Promoting Diversity and Democracy | India in Shaping its 

future | A world player in the making | China: Reshaping the Status Quo
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Emancipation of women has been a core part of the pro-gres-sive ideology. Despite 

this proud tradition, the women’s agenda is gradually being claimed by conservatives 

and right wing extremist parties. This is high time to answer in a bold and decisive 

manner – and hence this issue of “Queries”, which was launched on 8th March 2012, 

shows deliberations on constructs of modern truly feminist cause. Bringing together 

European and American scholars, the volume presents aims that need to be achieved 

by pro-gressives worldwide if they are to champion equality in the 21st century and 

reiterate their own “raison d’être”.

Among the speci�c themes, a prominent space is given to the question of domestic 

work. Studies and opinions shared indicate that it is the next mainstreaming theme – 

showing dilemmas of contemporary labour market. The evolution, that brought empower

ment of women and enhanced their participation in employment, meant also that new 

mechanisms are needed to help the families and individuals cope with domestic work. 

The parallel growing demands (connected with the i.e. ageing society) and mounting 

de�ciencies of welfare state, they induced an urge to �nd assistance elsewhere. A new 

precarious working group of domestic workers emerged herewith – majority of them 

being migrant women. Responding to that “Queries” proudly present the campaign “12 

by 12”, which materials have kindly been provided by ITUC – International Trade Unions’ 

Confederation.

Contents: Emancipating Contemporary Women - Recognising the Value of Domestic 

Work | Responding to Anxieties – Justifying Women’s Migration | Regaining Women’s 

Support – Vanquishing Right Wing Populism | Defending Progressive Feminism – 

Inspiring the Next Wave
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The Next Mission of Cosmopolitan Social Democracy

The metamorphosis of international relations brought about by the processes of globalisation on the 
one hand and the global financial crisis on the other, have thrown up a divisive set of questions 
within the left around progressive internationalism and outward facing political and economic 
integration. In this dialectic, the concept of cosmopolitanism has come under fire. It has been 
conflated with an elitist disconnect from mainstream society and the fracturing of the social contract 
between the winners and losers of globalisation. At the same time, the pervasive loss of confidence 
in the centre-left’s ability to deliver social progress in a time of economic upheaval has stimulated a 
revival of conservatism in political thought on the left. In this age of insecurity and uncertainty there 
seems to be little place for cultivating values such as international solidarity.

Many others, however, see this scepticism towards internationalism as symptomatic of a failure of 
ambition and an inward-looking perspective which is largely responsible for the troubles of the 
centre-left. They argue that now more than ever, the globalisation of capitalism requires a response 
of equivalent ambition and boldness from social democrats. Action at the state level is no longer 
sufficient, on its own, to achieve centre-left objectives: regulation of market capitalism, social justice, 
and the creation of public goods. These require social democrats to look beyond short-term national 
interests and work together for an international ‘greater good’, with the European project taking 
front and centre-stage. 

This Queries volume, emerging from a FEPS Next Left – Policy Network & Wiardi Beckman Stichting 
Amsterdam Process high level seminar that was held in Brussels on 5th October 2011, surveys both 
perspectives, taking on board criticisms of  “progressive cosmopolitanism, before outlining some 
signposts for The Next Mission of Cosmopolitan Social Democracy. The volume is premised on the 
assertion that the next mission would need to start with an explanation of what has happened, 
where global capitalism and global labour find themselves, before setting out credible, and 
incremental steps, for creating new space at the global level for progressive politics and new 
mechanisms for multi-level governance. The central dilemma is that there are very narrow limits to 
“Socialism in one country” in a world of growing inderdependence. Progressives need to make this 
case, balancing it with the volatility of public opinion, and combined with an offensive vision for a 
new internationalism.  

The issue is composed of 4 Chapters, which encompass 13 articles by progressive scholars from both 
sides of the Atlantic. The introductory remarks by Alfred GUSENBAUER and Pascal LAMY additionally 
anchor them strongly in the contemporary political debate at the global level, before our respective 
authors look at how these theoretical deliberations play out in relation to specific issues such as: new 
social movements, climate change, migration and European integration.

Ania SKRZYPEK, FEPS Senior Research Fellow – Managing Editor of “Queries”
Michael McTERNAN, Policy Network Senior Editorial and Communications Manager


